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LATE  NEWS 


Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  ports  in  the  United  States 
in  November  amounted  to  95*000  bales- (of  500  pounds  gross),,    The  August  - 
November  total  of  302,000  bales  includes  Japan  101,000,  Belgium  144,000, 
Western  Germany  1+0,000,  United  Kingdom  33,000,  Netherlands  23,000,  Spain 
20,000,  Switzerland  1^,000,  and  Italy  6,000=,    The  above  figures  include 
cotton  linters  and  waste  but  do  not  include  transshipments  by  railroad 
to  Canada. 


The  Cotton  Bill,  providing  for  the  winding  up  of  the  British  Raw 
Cotton  Commission,  passed  the  House  of  Commons  on  February  18  and  is 
expected  to  become  law  before  Easter. 


With  regard  to  India' s  recent  increasing  interest  in  United  States 
cotton,  the  following  information  has  recently  been  received  by  cable  from 
the  American  Consulate,  Bombay: 

The  Indian  market  situation  is  fluid  due  to  increasing  prices  of 
East  African  and  Egyptian  cottons.    The  Government  of  India  is  willing 
to  license  mill  requirements  for  current  crop  United  States  cotton  without 
stated  limits  but  feels  that  imports  through  August  are  unlikely  to  exceed 
300,000  American  bales  including  outstanding  licenses.    Trade  sources 
estimate  the  maximum  at  200,000=,    Dollars  to  finance  the  cotton  are  no 
problem  at  this  time  due  to  savings  from  low  grain  imports . 
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IMPROVEMENTS  IN  MARKETING  OF 
EUROPEAN  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

Two  projects  are  "being  launched  "by  the  European  Productivity  Agency, 
a  section  of  trie  Organization  for  European  Economic  Cooperation,  to 
promote  greater  efficiency  in  the  mar  ice  ting  of  West  European  fruits  and 
vegetables.,    These  are;     (l)  The  introduction  of  uniform  standards  of 
quality  and  condition  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  (2)  The  establishment 
of  a  European  market  news  service. 

Considerable  progress  has  already  been  made  in  trie  development  of 
standards  and  uniform  descriptions  of  European  fruits  and  vegetables  and 
specif ioations  for  shipping  containers  to  be  used  in  international  trade. 
The  EPA  now  hopes,  by  means  of  a  vigorous  publicity  and  educational 
campaign,  to  bring  about  widespread  use  of  such  standards  and  specifi- 
cations.   If  it  is  successful  in  bringing  about  the  adoption  of  grades 
which  would  be  generally  understood  in  the  various  European  countries, 
shippers  and  buyers  there  would  be  able  to  deal  at  long  distance  by 
telephone  or  telegram,  as  in  the  United  States.    It  would  also  be  possi- 
ble 'then  to  carry  out  a  more  objective  inspection  when  the  quality  of  a 
shipment  is  questioned  by  a  terminal  buyer.    The  use  of  standard  con- 
tainers would  likewise  permit  economies  in  the  shipping  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  among  the  European  countries. 

Under  the  second  project,  the  EPA  will  assist  countries  in  bringing 
about  the  daily  exchange  by  teletype  of  information  on  prices,  supplies 
and  movements  of  fruits  and  vegetables,    It  is  felt  that  ready  access 
to  up-to-the-minute,  accurate,  unbiased  trade  information  would  enable 
shippers  to  direct  supplies  to  markets  where  demand  is  strongest  and 
thus  reduce  the  danger  of  unnecessary  market  gluts  and  undue  price 
fluctuations.    A  limited  exchange  of  market  news,  on  an  experimental 
basis,  is  already  being  carried  out  between  France,  Italy,  Germany ,  and 
Belgium,  with  telegram,  telephone  and  mail  being  used  for  transmission 
of  market  news.    At  the  present  time,  teletype  is  being  used  only  for 
■transmitting  the  German  market  news  report  to  its  delegation  in  Paris 
for  delivery  by  messenger  to  the  French  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

The  necessary  decisions  to  implement  a  European  market  news 
service  will  have  to  be  made  by  the  governments  of  the  cooperating 
countries.    As  a  result,  directors  of  national  market  news  services 
will  have  to  meet  periodically  to  arrive  at  agreement  on  operating 
problems . 


U.S.  SOYBEAN  EXPORTS  AT  RECORD 

EIGE;  SOYBEAN  OIL  EXPORTS  DOWN  SHARPLY 

United  States  exports  of  soybeans  during  1953  reached  an  all-time 
high  of  kl.6  million  bushels,  but  soybean  oil  exports  of  only  24,851  tons 
were  the  smallest  since  19^5 •    Actual  bean  shipments  represented  almost 
90  percent  of  the  total  bean  and  oil  exports,  which  aggregated  46.5  mil- 
lion bushels,  bean  equivalent. 
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Total  exports  of  "beano  and  oil,  bean  basis,  in  1953,  however,  vere  only 
slightly  larger  than  in  1952  but  vere  30.3  million  bushels  less  than  the  record 
total  of  '77.3  million  exported  in  1951.    Bean  and  oil  exports  during  the  fast 
2  years  have  represented  16  percent  of  the  total  production  of  soybeans.  The 
record  shipments  of  1951  were  one -fourth  the  1950  production. 


UNITED  STATES;    Soybean  and  soybean  oil  exports, 
1953  with  comparisons 


Country  of 
destination 


Soybeans 


.  Average    ;  30=2  3/  :lc<^  3/: Average;  1Q=0  o/:™, 
:  1937  -39  2/:  ?J  :    ■      ~:  1935 -39:      5"  ^■/-1953  ^ 


Sjjybe7n'oil_"lT 


1,000  bushels 


Short  tons 


1,197 

.  V 


1,259 


North  America:  : 
Canada .... , « 

Cuba. . .  o c  : 

Other..  

J.       UC-.     -ft  *      #  *  »  «  s  rt  •  *  ■  e  ->  c  • 

Souija  America.   

Europe :  ;  ~~" 

Austria  

Belgium -luxembourg. , . s , : 

Denmark :  .  „  ,......«: 

Finland. «..«...,,  ; 

France  .3 

Germany  (Western)  .  5/ 

Ice  land  ~ 

Italy....a,.....,.t...0.4; 

Netherlands   * : 

Norway. ,  «..„...<....: 

Sweden   

Switzerland  ...,.„; 

Trieste  „  „„; 

United  Kingdom  ; 

Yugoslavia ,  ; 

Total  .; 

Asia:  : 

Japan  

Other,  .  r:  k/ 

Tot&i  ,       _  ,r  iy~ 

Australia  ?■  Oceania ~Xf 
Africa  777.  • 


5/ 

15 

606 
18 
52 
60 

y 

2,006 
113 


59 


3 ,533 


4,663-  4,366:  76:  6,032:  9,093 
y    '  1:     1,917:      2,521:  2,024 

467:      2,365:  491 


>o70:    473b7:    2,460:    11,418:  11,608 


790: 
888: 


95« 


1,527: 

4/  ! 

27678: 
778: 


1,114: 
1,430: 

1,099: 
3,313: 

it/  ; 

5,4l4r 

726: 


19- 


37:  1,131: 

-      :  184: 

7~"oT793:  W?*35:. 


3,744:  17,182: 
3,476:  5,600: 
12,220:  22,732? 


XT 


"XT 


y 


151 


7,620: 


05: 


696: 
3,520: 
270 : 

: 6/25, 066: 


12: 


180: 
9,092: 
34,001: 


17 : 
106: 
50: 


2,229 


667 
1,350 

179 
1,469 
3,249 


1,639 


513: 
7,661: 
-     :  117: 
is  6,296: 

■  :        9?9j__  - 

253:07007321:  10,732 


7/ 


1L-M  ^>596: 
27:6/  4,596: 


>1: 


37 


118 

70 


322: 


6/  25,633:  4l,6C6_:  3,234: 6/112,3?;*  24.6|51 


Grand  total.   4  ,793.  ■ 

1/    Crude  and  refined  oil  converted  to  crude.    2/    Not  separately  classified 
prior  to  1937.    3/    Preliminary.    4/    Less  than  500  bushels.    5/  Austria 
induced  with  Germany.     6/    Revised.    7/    Less  than  .5  ton. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census 
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Japan  continued  to  "be  the  major  market  for  soybeans,  accounting  for 
over  kO  percent  of  the  total.    Shipments  to  Europe,  which  represexited  35 
percent  of  the  total,  were  more  than  double  those  of  the  previous  year, 
with  sharp  increases  in  the  tonnage  sent  to  the  Netherlands,  Western 
Germany,  Denmark,  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium  and  France .    A  substantial 
quantity  of  beans  again  went  to  Canada  though  somewhat  les3  than  in  the 
2  previous  years. 

United  States  exports  of  soybean  oil  during  1953  were  roughly  only 
one -fifth  the  1952  tonnage  and  only  10  percent  of  the  record  volume  ex- 
ported in  195j--    In  contrast  to  the  increase  in  bean  exports,  oil  exports 
to  Europe  dropped  sharply --from  88,321  in  1952  to  only  10,782  tons.  Sales 
to  Western  Germany  declined  from  25,066  to  1,350  tons;  to  the  Netherlands 
from  3^,001  to  3,2*4-9  tons;  and  to  Italy  from  9,092  to  1,469  tons.  The 
United  Kingdom,  an  important  purchaser  the  previous  2  years,  was  not  in 
the  market  for  United  States  soybean  oil  in  1953.    Belgium,  likewise,  was 
not  a  buyer  last  year.    The  largest  volume  of  oil  exported  to  any  one 
country  in  1953  was  the  9, 093  tons  that  went  to  Canada.    This  tonnage 
represented  considerably  more  than  one -third  the  total  oil  exports. 


MEAT  ANIMAL  IMPORTS  INCREASE 
MODERATELY  IK  1953  l/ 

Imports  of  cattle,  which  make  up  the  largest  part  of  United  States 
trade  in  live  animals,  totaled  198,000  head  in  .1953,  an  increase  of 
58,000  from  a  year  earlier  but  otherwise  were  the  smallest  since  1947. 
Entries  of  sheep  and  lambs  were  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the  very 
small  number  in  1952.    Imports  of  hogs  increased  markedly  during  1953 
and  the  United  States  was  a  large  net  importer. 

Exports  of  live  animals  from  the  United  States  are  mostly  breed- 
ing stock  and  include  a  large  proportion  of  purebred  breeding  animals. 
While  the  number  exported  is  small  they  have  a  high  average  value . 
Exports  of  cattle  during  1953  were  the  largest  since  19^6.  Shipments 
of  sheep  and  lambs  to  foreign  countries  increased  markedly  during  the 
year  due  to  increased  shipments  to  Mexico.  Foreign  shipments  of  hogs 
were  small  as  usual. 

It  is  expected  that  imports  of  cattle  will  remain  relatively  small 
in  195^.    Canada  will  continue  to  be  the  only  source  from  which  cattle 
may  be  secured  in  volume .    Cattle  numbers  in  Canada  increased  again  in 
1953  but  the  number  now  on  farms  is  still  around  8  percent  less  than  the 
peak  of  10.3  million  head  reached  in  late  19*w-.    The  number  of  cattle  and 
calves  on  farms  in  the  United  States  at  the  beginning  of  195^-  totaled  9^-7 
million  head  and  established  a  new  record.    Cattle  prices  in  the  two 
countries  are  now  in  close  adjustment.    In  the  three  years  19^9-51.  when 
imports  from  Canada  were  not  affected  by  direct  government  restrictions, 
imports  each  year  ranged  from  239,000  to  461,000  head.    In  1953  entries 
from  that  country  totaled  only  70,000  even  though  the  border  was  open 
10  months  of  the  year . 

1/    A  more  extensive  statement  will  be  published  soon  as  a  Foreign  Agri- 
culture Circular  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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UNITED  STATES t    Foreign  trade  in  livestock,  191+9-53 


Item 

*  191+9 

*  1950 

t  1951 

t  1952 

1  1953 

t  Number 

s  Number 

t  Number 

s  Number 

1  Number 

Imports 
Cattle t 

For  feeding,  dairy  or 
slaughter  (dutiable) 
Mexioo 
Canada 

Other  oountrie* 

; 

»  412,126 

; 
1 

:  108,285 

s  219,767 
5U 

«  127,279 
1  10,562 
t  207 

1  127,925 
1  U9.153 
t  82 

Total 

t  1412.126 

s  1+38,285 

t  219,821 

»  138,01+8 

,  177,16c 

For 

breeding 
Canada 

Other  oountries 

t  21,332 

:  22,610 

j  19,120 
t  18 

:  2,222 

.  191 

t  20,757 

:  .309 

Total 

i  21,332 

:  22,681+ 

!  19,13p 

t  2,1-13 

!  21,066 

All 

cattle 
Mexico 
Canada 

Other  countries 

:  U33A58 

«  1+60,895 

j  238,887 
:  72 

t  127,279 
:  12,781* 
395 

1  127.927 
»  69,910 
:  3^ 

Total 

:     1+33 ,1+58 

t  1+60,969 

1  238,959 

:*  11+0,1+61 

t  196,226 

Sheep  and  Lambs  t 

For  feeding  or  slaughter 

(dutiable ) 
For  breeding 

:  38.562 
:  2,6Q2 

:  97,127 

t  3,31+0 

t  lit.312 
1  2,591 

1  301+ 

!  603 

,  868 
:  1,283 

Total 

«    la  .254 

»  100,1+67 

t  16,903 

I  907 

1  2.151 

Hogs » 

For  feeding  or  slaughter 
(dutiable)  1/ 

For  breeding 

»  50 

:  1,335 

t  120 

:  865 

«  95u 

:  535 

!  185 
:  11 

1  2l+,030 
1  395 

Total 

»  1,385 

:  985 

:          1 .1+85 

:'  196 

t  2UJ+25 

Exports 
Cattle 

For  breeding 
Other 

t  U.iio 

1  1,286 

*  6,232 
:  2,119 

':  6,1+01+ 
:  1,991 

i  7,231 
:  3,581 

I  10,703 

I+.O87 

Total 

i  5,396 

8,351 

i  8,395 

:  10,812 

1  11+.790 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

:  1,302 

:  2,517 

t  1.087 

1  6,303 

I  33,888 

Hogs 

i  U38 

i  i,W+ 

t 

935 

t- 

«  1.7U8 

S  1,1+07 

\J    Equivalent  200  pound  hogs0 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service j  Compiled  from  officiel  reoords  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Entries  of  cattle  from  Mexico  during  January -May  23,  1953,  the  period 
when  importations  were  allowed,  amounted  to  128,000  head,  about  the  same 
number  that  entered  after  September  1,  1952,  following  the  opening  of  the 
border.    In  19^6,  the  last  vsar  before  the  foot-and-mouth  disease 
quarantine,  imports  of  Mexican  cattle  totaled  440,000  head. 

Total  imports  of  hogs  in  1953  were  the  equivalent  of  24,425  head 
(200  pounds  each)  compared  with  only  19 6  last  year,  and  were  the  largest 
since  1941.    The  high  level  of  pork  prices  in  the  domestic  market  encour- 
aged entries  of  hogs  for  slaughter.     Pork  consumption  per  person  in  the 
United  States  last  year  was  an  11 -year  low  and  the  expected  supply  for 
1954  is  still  smaller. 

Imports  of  sheep  and  lambs  in  1953  amounted  to  only  2,151  head,  but 
exports  totaled  33,388  head,  the  largest  number  in  recent  years.  Cattle 
exports  included  10,703  for  breeding  and  4,087  animals  for  feeding  and 
slaughter.    The  total  was  the  largest  since  1946.    Exports  of  cattle 
were  fairly  large  during  1946  when  large  shipments  of  breeding  stock 
were  made  to  European  countries  under  UHKRA  and  other  aid  programs. 
Foreign  shipments  of  hogs  in  1953  amounted  to  only  1,407  head  compared 
with  1,748  a  year  earlier. 

WORLD  SOYBEAN  ESTIMATE  REVISED  UPWARD  l/ 

World  soybean  production  in  1953  is  placed  at  664.0  million  bushels, 
according  to  the  second  estimate  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
While  this  estimate  represents  an  increase  of  10  million  bushels  from  the 
preliminary  forecast  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  November  30,  1953), 
it  also  confirms  the  early  indication  of  a  harvest  slightly  smaller  than 
in  1952.    The  revision  in  the  estimate  of  production  in  1952  to  674.2 
million  bushels  makes  that  crop  an  all-time  high.    The  upward  revisions 
in  the  estimates  for  both  1952  and  1953  were  d.ue  to  increases  in  official 
estimates  of  United  States  production. 

The  decline  of  1,5  percent  in  world  production  from  1952  is  explained 
essentially  by  the  fact  that  the  sizable  increase  in  the  estimated  China - 
Manchurian  harvest  failed  to  offset  the  sharp  decline  in  United  States 
output.    United  States  production  represents  87  to  88  percent  of  tine 
soybeans  grown  in  the  areas  of  the  free  world  while  production  in  the  free 
world  accounts  for  about  one -half  of  the  world  total. 

United  States  soybean  production  in  1953  is  estimated  at  262.3  mil- 
lion bushels,  the  lowest  since  19^9.    The  crop  was  12  percent  less  than 
the  1952  outturn,  now  revised  to  298. 1  million  bushels  (the  second  largest 
of  record).    Harvested  area  at  14.4  million  acres  was  an  all-time  high, 
but  drought  reduced  the  per -acre  yield  to  18.3  bushels  against  20. 0  in 
1952  and  the  1942-51  average  of  19 .7  bushels. 

1_7    /T more  extensive  statement  will  soom  be  published  as  a  Foreign  Agricul- 
ture Circular  available  from  the  Foreign  Agriculture  1  Service,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
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Canada's  soybean  production  set  a  new  record  for  the  tenth  successive 
year.    The  crop,  confined  to  Ontario  Province,  was  up  7  percent  from  1952 
and  was  over  21  times  the  average  prewar  volume.    Harvested  acreage,  also 
a  record,  was  one -fourth  larger  than  the  previous  year,  but  insufficient 
rain  and  high  temperatures  reduced  the  yield  per  acre  to  20 .k  bushels  com- 
pared with  2^,0  in  1952.    While  the  bulk  of  the  crop  will  be  processed  in 
Canada,  the  first  overseas  shipment  of  Canadian  soybeans  ever  made 
reportedly  left  Canada  in  October. 

The  soybean  crop  in  China  Proper  has  been  estimated  unofficially  at 
220  million  bushels  or  10  percent  above  1952  and  6  percent  above  prewar. 
Manchuria l's  harvest  has  been  placed  at  13^  million  bushels--7  percent 
above  1952  but  roughly  10  percent  below  the  prewar  average  .    Acreage  in 
soybeans  is  believed  to  have  increased  in  all  China  in  1953. 

Unfavorable  weather  reduced  Japan's  soybean  production  by  20  percent 
to  15*3  million  bushels.  Prior  to  1953  production  in  Japan  had  increased 
each  year  since  19^$. 

Brazil's  harvest  was  up  7  percent  from  1952.    Over  93  percent  of  the 
crop  is  concentrated  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.    Sao  Paulo  is  expected  to  in- 
crease in  importance  as  a  producer.    Trade  sources  predict  an  increase  in 
this  State  to  around  365,000  bushels  in  195^. 

Soybean    production  is  relatively  insignificant  in  Africa.  Nigeria, 
with  a  production  for  export  of  around  150,000  bushels,  appears  to  be  the 
major  producer.    About  100,000  bushels  are  harvested  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  and  a  smaller  quantity  in  British  East  Africa. 

It  now  seems  likely  that  world  production  of  soybeans  could  increase 
significantly  in  1954.    Canadian  acreage  probably  will  continue  to  ex- 
pand.   In  fact,  Canadian  soybean  processors  expect  that  in  10  years 
Ontario  soybean  output  may  reach  20  million  bushels.    With  acreage  re- 
strictions in  effect  for  corn,  wheat  and  cotton  in  the  United  .States 
this  year,  additional  acreage  likely  will  be  diverted  to  soybeans. 
Present  prices,  reflecting  good  domestic  and  foreign  demand,  likewise 
will  encourage  producers  to  expand  their  acreage  to  soybeans.    And,  with 
an  indicated  shortage  of  edible  oils  in  China  -Manchuria ,  acreage  to  soy- 
beans in  that  area  of  the  Far  East  could  be  expected  to  maintain  at  least 
the  1953  level. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricul- 
tural  production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.S. 
Foreign  Service  reports. 
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U.  S.  LINSEED  OIL  EXPORTS  HEAVY: 
FLAXSEED  EXPORTS  KM  J  SHARPLY 


The  United  States  exported  45,685  tons  of  linseed  oil  in  1953,  "by  far 
the  largest  volume  since  the  heavy  shipments  of  the  war  years  1943  and 
1944.    On  the  other  hand,  exports  of  flaxseed  fell  sharply  to  only  13,613 
"bushels,  the  smallest  quantity  since  19^-5 •    ln  comparison.  1952  exports 
amounted  to  9,48l  tons  of  oil  and  1,858,415  bushels  of  flaxseed.    In  flax- 
seed equivalent,  seed  and  oil  exports  in  1953  aggregated  4.6  million 
bushels  compared  with  2.3  million  in  1952  and  4.8  million  in  1950. 


UNITED  STATES:    Linseed  oil  exports  by  country  of  destination, 

1953  with  comparisons 


(Short  tons) 


Country  of 
destination 


1950 


North  and  Central  America:  : 

Canada. . ,  . . .  777  ,  :  292 

Cuba  ; ;  i  684 

El  Salvador   15 

Mexico  ».„.«..,...  :  178 

Panama  ,  Republic  of .  „ ,  ..„.„.  t  ,...«. :  31 

0  ther  0 . ; «   96 

Total  . .  :  _lT29i7 

South  America:  • 

Colombia  ,  :  569 

Venezuela  c  «  c «...  0 , . .  „ ,  »  112 

Other  ,  ..  .  .e  :  76 

Total , . . ,  c. . . « :  757 

Europe :  : 

Belgium  -Luxembourg  c  . .  4 . ;  1 ,  kl6 

France  P '« , ... :  kf> 

Western  Germany,  :  7,042 

Greece  ,  :  10 

Ne  ther  lands  c . :  337 

Switzerland,  ... ,  .,...:  38 

Other   380 

Total  ,   , :  9,26cT 

Asia.  „ . . . . .  :  712" 

Australia  and  Oceania  , . . :  16" 

Africa  777777.  - . . . :  28" 

Grand  total .  . . . .  ,  r  "12,077 

l/  Preliminary . 


1951 


1952  1/ 


518 

995 
10 

114 
13 

••  128 
1,775" 


94 
54 
172 


320 


510 

,575 
5 
11 

537 
-54 


T7m 


109 


1,191 

983 
7 
43 

2 
80 


2,311 


97 
61 

78 


25o 


13 
6,590 
26 

"67552 


177 


61 


9,431 


Source:     Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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About  97  percent  of  the  oil  went  to  Europe  vith  three -fourths  of  the 
total  consigned  to  the  Netherlands.    Exports  to  other  North  American 
countries  declined  from  1952  by  60  percent.    The  drop  in  exports  to  Canada, 
which  had  hold  first  place  as  a  North  American  "buyer  in  1252,  made  Cuba 
the  major  North  American  market  in  1953- 


UNITED  STATES: 


Flaxseed  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
19^3  with  comparisons. 

(Bushels) 


Country  of 

destination 


1950 


92 


North  and  Central  America?  : 

Can/a  da  ,  ; 

Costa  Rica  . . : 

Cuba  : 

Mexico  : 

Panama,  Republic  of  : 

Other   3^ 

Total  :  671,250 


South  America:  : 

Colombia  : 

Vene  zue  la  : 

Other  ,  ♦ 

Total  : 


36 
9k 


130 


Europe : 


11*0,000 


Be Igium -Luxembourg 

Iceland  : 

Ire  land  : 

Nether  lands  :  1,366,016 

Norway  :  671,389 

Switzerland .  . . .  £ .  :        59, kyk 

Trieste  :  6,712 

United  Kingdom   . . . : 

Other  :   39 

Total  :~2,7k3/£)0 


Asia 


11*2,270 


Grand  total  :  3 , 557^300 


1951 


358,308 

5^7 

286 
125 


393 


393 


1,635,758 
2k 

32,632 

587,607 
'  1*19,31*3 


36 


2 ,7 25,^00 


151,69^ 


3,737,253 


1952  1/ 


30,2?5 
320 
80 

36 


31,350 


lkk 

3k2 


aw,  388 
ko 

1*62,935 

20,50^* 
1*93,698 


"l,326,56T 


11* 


l/  Preliminary. 

Source :    Bureau  of  the  Census . 
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'  The 'decline  in  United  States  flaxseed  exports. in  1953  was  due  largely 
to 'the  fact  that  Europe  , 'normally  the  destination  of  2  to  3  million 
"bushels,  did  not  enter  the  -United  States  market  last  year .    The  hulk  of 
'the  1953  seed  exports  went  to  other  North  American  countries  with 
Canada  accounting  for  86  percent  of  trie  total.    However,  sales  to  Canada 
represented  only  a  fraction  of  the  quantity  exported  to  that  market  in 
1950  and  1951^    ■        ■;  ■■■    ■     ...  { 


PHILIPPINE  PRODUCTION  OF  COCONUT 
PRODUCTS  TO  INCREASE  IN  1954  l/ 

Production  of  copra,  coconut  oil  and  desiccated  coconut  in  the  Phil 
ippines  in  1954  is  expected  to  exceed  the  1953  output  of  865,845  long 
tons  copra  equivalent  by  10  to  15  percent,  reports  E.S.  Fox,  American 
Embassy,  Manila.    Coconut  trees  in  the  Bicol  region  have  partially  re- 
covered from  the  severe  typhoon  damage  of  late  1952  and  damage  from 
typhoons  in  1953  was  slight.     Prices  during  1953  were  attractive  to  the 
producer  and  very  probably  will  have  a  stimulating  effect  on  the  1954 
production .  • 

PHILIPPINE  REPUBLIC:     Copra,  coconut  oil  and  desiccated  coconut 
production  in  copra  equivalent,  1953  with  'comparisons 

(Long  tons) 

~~^*^f''  . .  :1952  1/:1953  1/ 
 :  19^  f  -51 :  ;         ~  :  ~ 


Exports :  :  :  :  : 

Copra.  /:  720,487:    760,036: 651,755:592,267 

Coconut  oil  a3  copra  2/  ;  87,517:     122, 408: 126, 132:  92,998 

.    Desiccated  coconut  as  copra  3/  61,294:      50,701:  45,192:  56,770 

Total  as  copra  « .'  , :  869 , 2*98 :    933 , 145." 823 , 079 ; 742 ,035 

Domestic  utilization;  :'  •  :  ; 

Coconut  oil  as  copra  2/   :  89,035:    103,175: 111  ,111: 123  »8l0 

Total  production  as  copra  4/  . .         ,333?1, 036, 320^^,190^65 /j^5 
17    Preliminary.'    2/  Computed  at  63  percent  oil  extraction  rate. 
3/    Computed  as  83  percent  of  copra  equivalent  4/  Excluding  coconut 
utilized  in  the  making  of  home-made  oil  and  native  culinary  prepara- 
tions . 

Source:     Philippine  Trade. 

In  1953  production  of  coconut  products  was  7  percent  below  the 
934,190  tons  produced  in  1952.    The  lower  production  last  year  was  attrib 
uted  partly  to  heavy  typhoon  damage  late  in  1952  in  Southern  Luzon, 
Masbate  and  Samar.    The  low  prices  during  1952  also  had  a  depressing 
effect  on  production  early  in  1953. 


y    A  more" extensive  statement  will  soon  be  published  as  a  Foreign  Agri- 
culture Circular  available  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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Experts  of  ccrnra  and  coconut  oil  were  smaller  in  1953  than  in  1952 
while  exports  of  desiccated  coconut  increased.    However,  shipments  to 
the  United  States,  which  took  52  percent  of  the  copra  and  nearly  all  of 
the  coconut  oil  and  desiccated  coconut,  were  up  from  1952  in  all  3  commodi- 
ties.   Total  exports  in  1953  included  592,267  tons  of  copra,  58,589  tons 
of  coconut  oil,  and  ^9,119  tons  of  desiccated  coconut. 

Prices  of  copra  during  1953  shewed  the  extreme  fluctuation  more  or 
less  characteristic  of  this  commodity.    The  overall  average  domestic 
price  of  copra  in  1953  w&s  36>-04  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($183.09  per 
long  ton)  resecada  in  Manila  against  the  average  price  of  24.11  pesos 
($122.^9)  in  1952.    Monthly  average  prices  of  copra  ranged  from  a  high 
of  hh.k2  pesos  ($225.67)  in  March  1953  to  a  low  of  30.27  pesos  ($153-73) 
in  June,  while  December  1953  copra  prices  averaged  38.5*+  pesos  ($195*79)  • 

The  demand  for  copra  during  1953  was  somewhat  stronger  than  in 
1952,  particularly  in  the  United  States.    While  there  was  no  incentive 
to  stockpile,  buyers  in  the  United  States  had  reduced  their  stocks  in 
1952.    Consequently,  even  though  prices  were  higher  in  1953;  operations 
apparently  were  maintained  at  past  levels  and  stocks  were  somewhat 
replenished. 

U.  K. ' s  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  UP; 
CONSUMPTION  STEADY  IN  1953 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  1953 
amounted  to  315-8  million  pounds,  hi  percent  larger  than  the  relatively 
low  total  of  223.7  million  for  1952,  according  to  figures  contained  in  - 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom."   The  1953  imports  consisted 
of  275-8  million  pounds  of  unstripped  leaf  and  kO  million  stripped  leaf. 

In  1953;  "tne  United  States  furnished  17^.2  million  pounds,  compared 
with  only  66.8  million  in  1952,  and  with  212.0  million  in  1951;  a  year  of 
substantial  stocks  replacement.    The  sharp  increase  in  1953  over  the  1952 
level  reflects  delayed  shipments  made  from  the  1952  crop.    A  substantial 
movement  of  1952  crop  leaf  to  the  United  Kingdom,  which  ordinarily  would 
have  been  shipped  out  in  the  late  months  of  1952,  occurred  in  1953; 
under  a  special  option  purchase  agreement.    As  usual,  most  of  the  1953 
imports  from  the  United  States  consisted  of  flue-cured  tobacco, 

The  United  States  continued  to  rank  as  the  most  important  source  of 
leaf  tobacco  for  the  United  Kingdom  market  in  1953-    Imports  from  this 
country,  at  17^.2  million  pounds,  accounted  for  55  percent  of  the  total. 
In  1952,  the  United  States  supplied  only  30  percent  of  total  United 
Kingdom  tobacco  imports,  and  in  1951;  60  percent. 
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Table  1  -  United  Kingdom;    Imports  of  Unmanufactured  Tobacco,  1953,  ^ith 

Comparisons 


1/    Re-exports  of  In 


.a  one! 


Country 

:  Average 
:  193^-38 

:  1953 

\  1952 

i  1951 

British  C ommonwealth : 

1,000 
:  pounds 

:  .1,000 
:  pounds 

:       1, 000 

:  pounds 

1,  COO 
:  pounds- 

So.  Rhcdesia 

India 

C  anada 

Nyasaland 

Other 

:  15,81+5 
»  17,355 
:  9,83^ 
:  12,510 
:       1,531  ' 

r  57,33-2 
:  31,^26 
:  2^,063 

:  10,933 
:  3,186 

\  58,1+1+5 
\  38,297 

:  32,1+39 
•;  11,026 

2,1+ 3^ 

I  50,1+03 
1+0,120  . 

:  21,639 
:    .  16,107 
3,1°1 

Total  Commonwealth 

:     57,075  - 

\  126.920 

•  131.390 

United  States 

Greece 

Turkey 

Netherlands  l/ 
Other  foreign 

I    213,017  : 
1          563  : 
:          5#+  ; 
I       l,6k0  ; 
2.1+83  ; 

:     17^,161  - 
767  : 

2,369  : 
9,672  - 
1,881  ; 

\       66, 01+0  • 
1,170  : 
570  : 
9,083  . 

2,63l+  ! 

212,005 

1,273 
:     .  3,155 
3,799 
3,256 

Total  foreign 

:    217,607  ; 

Idc3,ci50  ; 

•    00,302  < 

2237+38"" 

Grand  Total 

:    27^,7^2  ; 

315,770  : 

223,7^-3  : 

35^,378  ■ 

an  and  other  leaf  from  the  Netherlands 


Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  official 
sources. 


Imports  from  Commonwealth  countries  in  1953  "''ere  126,9  million  pounds, 
representing  ho  percent  of  the  total..   Southern  Rhodesia,  which  supplied  57.3 
million  pounds  ip  1953,  retained  its  top  position  among  the  Commonwealth 
countries.    India,  with  31. K  million  pounds,  ranked  second  among  the  Common- 
wealth countries;  Canada,  with  2^.1  million,  third;  and  Nyasaland,  with  10. 9 
million,  fourth. 

Flue -cured  tobacco  made  up  90  percent  of  the  United  Kingdom's  total  1953 
imports,  compared  with  86  percent  in  1952,  and  91  percent  in  1951.  Common- 
wealth countries  supplied  109.9  million  pounds  of  flue-cured  in  1953,  compared 
with  127,1+  million  in  1952?  and  110.6  million  in  1951.    Foreign  countries 
(principally  the  United  States)  supplied  173 „2  million  pounds  of  flue-cured  in 
1953,  compared  with  only  6)-+. 5  million  in  195"2,  and  210.6  million  in  1951  (a 
year  of  stocks  replacement). 
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Although  imports  of  tobacco  products  into  the  United  Kingdom  are 
insignificant,  the  country  has  a  very  substantial  export  trade  in  manu- 
factured tobacco.    In  1953,  exports  of  tobacco  products  (excluding  snuff) 
totaled  44,6  million  pounds,  a  little  below  those  of  1952,  and  13  per- 
cent lower  than  1951  •    Cigarettes,  accounted!  for  42  million  pounds  last 
year,  or  94  percent  of  total  manufactured  tobacco  exports;  in  both  1952 
and  1951  cigarettes  made  up  95  percent  gf  ^ota^  exports  of  tobacco 
products . 


Table  2.-  UNITED  KINGDOM:    Exports  of  manufactured  tobacco 
products  in  1953,  with  comparisons  1/' 


Country  of  Destination 

!  1953 

1952 

1951 

:     1,C00  : 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 

pounds 

Other  British  Countries  ... 
Other  foreign  countries  . . . 

•  17,442 
:  5,133 
:  1,37^ 
:  1,111 
:  2,27k 

•  4oi 

:  5,005 
:  2,333 
:  2,245 
:  1,325 
:  5,923 

:  13,193 
•  4,215 
1,624 
1,008 
2,298 

377 
5,533 

.  2,905 
2,781 
1,546 

.  6,989 

19,130 
3,781 
2,047 

896 
2,656 
:  452 
5,121 

.  2,320 

:  3,023 
:  1,206 

:  5,739 

Total 

:  44,571 

:  47,474 

:  51,371 

1/  Excludes  snuff. 


Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

It  is  possible  to  estimate  figures  on  factory  consumption  of  tobacco 
in  the  United  Kingdom  with  reasonable  accuracy.    These  figures  are  of 
utmost  significance  to  the  United  States  tobacco  grower  and  exporter. 
Since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  the  percentage  share  of  United  States 
tobacco  in  the  United  Kingdom's  total  tobacco  consumption  has  been  declin- 
ing.   Various  measures  have  been  taken  to  encourage  the  use  of  more  and 
more  Commonwealth  tobacco,  and  less  and  less  foreign  tobacco. 

In  1953,  about  l42  million  pounds  of  United  States  tobacco  were  used 
by  British  manufacturers.    This  represented  only  about  50  percent  of  the 
total  usings  for  domestic  consumption  and  export  products.    Usings  of 
United  States  leaf  have  declined  steadily  since  1946,  when  about  260 
million  pounds,  roughly  80  percent  of  total  factory  consumption,  were 
from  the  United  States* 
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Table  3  -  UNITED  KINGDOM:    Estimated  Factory  Consumption 
of ■  Unmanufactured  Tobacco,  1953  with  Comparisons  l/ 


Estimated      :  "  . 

Year         :  Total  Factory  :  Percentage  of  Total 


 L__Cpnsumption  ■  United  States  :  Commonwealth"  :  All  Other 

:  Million  :  \  \ 

:  Pounds  :  Percent  :  Percent  :  Percent 

19^6   :           323  \  30  !  19  \  1 

19^7                          290  :  79  :  20  :  l 

19^8   :           270  :  72  :  25  •  3 

19^9   271  :  65  :  31  \  h 

1950  272  :  58  :  37  :  5 

1951   239  :  5^  :  1+1  •  5 

1952  :           282  :  52  :  1+3  •  5 

1953   :           285  :  50  :  h6  :  k 


1/    Includes  quantities  used  for  domestic  consumption  and  export  products. 

Estimated  from  trade  and  other  sources;  • 

PORK  RATIONING 
ENDS  IN  U.K. 

On  February  22  consumer  supplies  of  pork,  except  bacon,  in  the  United 
Kingdom  were  derationed.    The  Government  has  announced  that  other  meats 
and  bacon  will  be  derationed  in  July,            thus  ending ■  Ik  years  of  food 
rationing  first  made  necessary  by  the  war  and  then  by  shortages  and 
balance~of -payment  difficulties.    Other  controls  on  the  meat  trade  are 
also  scheduled  to  end  in  July  as  reported  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets , 
February  15,  I95I+.  — *  

The  end  of  rationing  has  been  made  possible  partly  because  of  a 
marked  gain  in  home  production  of  meats,  particularly  pork,  and  a  steady 
gain  in  imports.    Home  production  of  all  meats  increased  from  less  than 
1.8  billion  pounds  in  to  over  3  billion  in  1953 .    Heme  production 

of  pork  (carcass  weight)  has  increased  steadily  each  year  from  36O  million 
pounds  in  I9U8  to  over  1.2  billion  pounds  in  1953.    During  that  period 
beef  and  veal  output  increased  almost  300  million  pounds  and  output  of 
mutton  and  lamb  increased  over  100  million  pounds. 

The  United  Kingdom  is  the  world's  largest  meat-importing  country. 
Imports  of  all  meats  in  1953  totaled  over  2.7  billion  pounds  (product 
weight)  and  were  moderately  larger  than  heme  production  on  a  carcass 
weight  basis.    Imports  of  beef  and  veal  were  82  percent  greater  than 
the  relatively  small  total  of  1952.    Entries  of  pork,  including  bacon, 
were  up  25  percent  from  1952.    Imports  of  mutton  and  lamb  remained  at 
relatively  high  levels. 
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Apparently  consumption  of  red  meats  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  1953  averaged 
around  112  pounds  per  person  (carcass  weight)  compared  with  97  pounds  in  1952.  The 
marked  increase  in  meat  supplies  in  1953  did  not,  however,  bring  consumption  up  to 
the  I93I+-38  average  of  126  pounds.    Per  capita  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom 
during  1952  was  about  average  for  Western  European  countries  but  was  exceeded  in 
Denmark,  France  and  Sweden. 


UNITED  KINGDOM: 


Imports'  and  home  production  of  meat 
by  types,  1948-53 


Item 

!  1943  ;  191*9 

• 

:  1950  :  1951  :  1952  :  1953  ! 

•              •  • 

;  <&  change 
:  1953/1952 

Beef  and  veal 
Pork  - 
Mutton  and  lamb  • 
Total  ! 

;Mil.Lbs„ : Mil. lbs. 

rMil.Lbs .  jMil.Lbs .  sMil.Lbs . : Mil. Lbs . « 

:    Perce  rit 

•1,062.1  • 1,055. 2  ' 
!    378.0  :    442„8  ■ 
:    895.8  :  843.0 

IMPORTS  1/ 

:     963. 1:     593.0:     532.2:    966.6  :    /  82 
:     713.2:     787.2:     730.4 :    916.8  •    /  25 
919*0:     581.6:     832.6:    836.2  : 

•27335.$  :2,3^1.0  i 

:  2,500.3:  l,96l.b:  2,095.2:2,719.6'  :  f  30 

Beef  and  veal 
Pork 

Mutton  and  lamb 
Total 


:  1,120 
:  360 
:  275 


:  1,180 
:  620 
:  315 


0,755  :2,115 


1,1*20 
790 


^75 


^35 


w 


HOME  PRODUCTION  2/ 
1,3^0 
1,150 
370 
278B0 


l/t-00 

800 
295 


2,555 


1,1+00 

1,220 

3°? 


3,005 


2 


o 
k 


1/    Product  weight;  Accounts  relating  to  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United .Kingdom. 


2/    Carcass  weight;  Official  sources. 


SWEDISH-U.K.  BACON 
CONTRACT  MADE 


Swedish  bacon  factories  have  agreed  to  deliver  13.4  to  17,9  million  pounds  of 
bacon  during  the  calendar  year  19>4  to  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  at  specified 
prices.    Deliveries  under  the  previous  contract  during  1953  amounted  to  about  9.4 
million  pounds.    Prices  under  the  new  contract  are  29.7  cents  per  pound  c.  &  f. 
U.K.  ports  compared  with  31.6  last  year  f .o.b.  a  Swedish  port.    The  United  Kingdom 
paying  prices  this  year  are  the  same  as  thosr-  for  Danish  and  Dutch  bacon  under 
contracts  for  the  current  year.    Sweden  usually  imports  more  meat  than  it  exports, 
but  has  limited  quantities  of  pork  for  sale  to  other  countries. 


GRAIN  TRADE  NOTES 

Turkey's  Grain  Export  Sales  Above  Last  Season:    During  the  first  7  months  of 
"the  1953-5^  marketing  season,  i.e.  July  1953  -  January  1954,  sales  of  principal 
grains  for  export  in  Turkey  (for  which  contracts  are  reported  to  be  reasonably  firm) 
approximated  1,090,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  and  50,000  tons  of  rye.    This  represents 
an  increase  of  33  percent  over  the  3^7,000  tons  of  major  grains  (526,000  tons  of 
wheat,  104,000  tons  of  rye,  and  225,000  tons  of  barley)  that  were  contracted  for 
export  sales  during  the  comparable  period  a  year  ago. 
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Actual  shipments  during  this  period,  however,  have  amounted  to  only  338,000 
tons  of  wheat  and  2,000  tons  of  rye.    Total  grain  shipments  thus  far  in  1953-54 
are  approximately  the  same  as  the  aggregate  shipments  of  all  grains  during  this 
period  a  year  earlier.    No  further  sales  of  soft  wheat  for  export  are  contem- 
plated for  the  remainder  of  this  season  but  200-500,000  metric  tons  of  hard  or 
other  types  of  wheat  may  be  sold  for  e:rporb  by  July  1,  1954. 

France's  1953-51)-  l  heat  Supply;    Stocks  of  wheat  and  flour  (wheat  equivalent) 
in  France  on  January  1,  195^ totaled  3,56l,000  metric  tons  compared  with  2,830,000 
tons  a  year  earlier.    The  1953-5]+  supply,  consisting  of  the  carry-over  from  the 
preceding  season  and  the  1953  production  which  was  the  largest  since  1938,  pro- 
vided an  exportable  surplus  of  about  1,000,000  metric  tons.    Of  this  total,  the 
French  Overseas  Territories  will  require  about  300,000  tons  (mostly  in  the  form 
of  flour),  leaving  some  700,000  tons  available  for  export  to  other  destinations 
in  1953-5^.    Total  exports  and  sales  (awaiting  delivery)  have  totaled  about 
500,000  tons  through  January  1954.    Negotiations  with  Germany  under  the  terms  of 
the  French-German  trade  agreement  may  result  in  the  sale  of  about  250,000  tons 
of  French  wheat  -  180,000  tons  have  already  been  contracted  for. 

Corn  imports  into  France  in  1953-5^  are  not  expected  to  exceed  200,000  tons. 

January  31  Stocks  of  Wheat  in  Greece;    Stocks  of  wheat  in  Greece  as  of 
January  1,  1954  totaled  b^0s0Q0  metric  tons  compared  with  575,000  tons  a  year 
earlier.    In  vie-/  of  the  current  stock  position,  it  appears  that  import  require- 
ments during  the  remainder  of  the  season  will  be  less  than  the  unused  part  of 
the  current  International  Wheat  Agreement  quota  (330,000  metric  tons  of  which  only 
60,000  metric  tons  was  used  by  January  31) .    Imports  in  1953  totaled  205,449 
metric  tons,  of  which  50,300  originated  in  Turkey,  compared  with  419,288  tons  in 
1952.    The  decline  in  imports  reflects  the  effect  of  an  expanding  production  which 
is  aimed  toward  attaining  self-sufficiency  in  bread  grains. 

Brazil's  195k  Wheat  Import  Requirements t    Present  indications  point  to  an 
import  requirement  by  Brazil  6f  about  1.4  million  tons  of  wheat  during  195k. 
Of  this  quantity,  about  300,000  tons  are  expected  to  arrive  in  January-March 
under  existing  contracts,  mostly  from  European  sources.    Of  the  remaining  esti- 
mated 1.1  million  ton  requirement,  Argentina  is  now  expected  to  supply  somewhat 
over  half  with  the  balance  being  obtained  from  other  sources.    Interest  is 
reportedly  being  shown  in  acquiring  Canadian  and  United  States  wheat. 

Portugal  Grain  Supply  Position^    The  1953  production  of  grain  in  Portugal 
was  generally  sufficient  to  meet  the  domestic  requirements  except  that  somp  "wheat 
is  being  imported  despite  the  near-record  1953  crop  and  imports' of  corn  (from 
n^fL  Zl  b6!n  necessary  because  of  last  year's  poor  crop.    Portugal  purchased 
about  40  000  metric  tons  of  wheat  under  the  International  Wheat  Agreement  during 
August  W3- January  1954  and  present  indications  are  that  the  full  1953-54  IWA 
S°*Laf,*32?,'S00  metriC  t0ns         be  P^chased.    If  appears  that  such  "pur  chases, 
tl  e;S  ?/G  '  WlU  Probably  meet  the  import  requirements  for  the  remainder  of 
the  1953-54  season. 
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GERMANY  FREES  IMPORTS  OF  U.S.  COTTON,  TOBACCO 
AND  INEDIBLE  TALLOW  AND  GREASES  1/ 

The  German  Government  has  freed  from  quantitative  restrictions  previously 
applied  to  imports  from  the  dollar  area  a  large  number  of  commodities 
including  some  important  agricultural  items.    The  latter  include  raw  cotton 
and  linters,  leaf  tobacco-,  as  w§ll  as  inedible  tallow/  and  greases  *  Although 
other  agricultural  products  in  which  the  United  States  is  very  much  interested 
were  not  included  in  the  present  liberalization,  the  measure  is  a  substantial 
step  in  the  direction  of  freeing  international  trade  from  the  remaining 
shackles  of  exchange  control  and  quantitative  restriction. 

This  new  action  means,  in  effect,  that  Germans,  subject  to  compliance 
with  certain  administrative  requirements,  can  now  obtain  dollars  freely  to 
import  the  items  listed  above  from  the  United  States  and  certain  other 
dollar  countries-. 

The  history  of  the  German  measure  that  became  effective  on  February  17, 
195^,  is  interesting  in  that  it  shows  how  gradual  has -been  the  development 
toward  less  regimentation  in  trade  and  how  this  development  depended  on  the 
strengthening  of  the  economies  that  had  been  disrupted  by  the  war  and  the 
early  postwar  troubles. 

So  far  as  Vest  Germany  is  concerned  the  turning  point  in  the  wartime 
decline  and  disorganization  was  the  currency  reform  of  l$kQ •    Since  then  West 
Germany's  government  has  striven  hard  to  restore  a  market  economy  and  has  had 
notable  successes  in  this  effort.    All  direct  regimentation  of  production  and 
consumption  has  been  abolished.    The  old  high-level  German  imports  tariffs 
have  been  brought  down  (partly  as  a  result  of  negotiations  within  the  General 
Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade),  and  present  West  German  tariff  levels  are 
moderate.    Agriculture,  however,  continues  to  be  protected  in  significant 
degree  through  flexible  import  controls  and  market  regulation  for  important 
products.    Foreign  exchange  controls  also  continue,  but  have  been  gradually 
relaxed  both  with  respect  to  imports  from  the  countries  adhering  to  the 
European  Payments  Union  and  now  also  for  imports  from  countries  in  the  dollar 
area.    The  exchange  control  system  is  operated  through  prior  import  and  payment 
licensing  in  the  form  of  purcha.se  authorizations  required  to  conclude  contracts 
abroad.    To  the  extent  that  imports  from  the  dollar  area  have  now  been 
.•liberalized  -  a  total  of  2,000  commodities  -  these  items  have  been  rjlaced  on 
open  general  license  for  which  foreign  exchange  is  allocated  automatically, 
provided  the  prices  paid  are  in  line  with  commercial  values  and  certain  other 
administrative  requirements  are  complied  with. 

Consultations  have  been  held  over  the  past  years  among  the  countries 
that  are  members  of  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  and  in  which 
the  United  States  has  persistently  voiced  its  great  interest  in  the  kind  of 
dollar  liberalization  that  West  Germany  has  now  taken  a  big  step  to  put  into 
effect «,    The  United  States  has  also  held  bilateral  discussions  with  Germany 
in  1953  "with  a  view  to  strengthening  the  cause  of  dollar  liberalization, 

1/  Brief  reference  to  this-  action  was  contained  in  a  "LATE  NEWS"  item  in 

Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  March  1,  195^,  and  a  "NOTE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS " 
of  February  19,  195^. 
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The  Improvement  In  German  economic  conditions  ha3  "been  instrumental  in 
making  possible  the  abolition  of  many  of  the  controls.    West  Germany  continues 
to  experience  a  boom  in  domestic  investment,  consumption,  and  exports,  aided 
by  a  stable  political  situation  and  the  absence  of  significan  labor  disputes. 
Economic  expansion  proceeds  at  a  rapid  pace.    Gold  and  dollar  reserves  have 
risen  from  12  per  cent  of  the  value  of  annual  imports  at  the  end  of  1951  to 
18  per  cent  at  the  end  of  1952/  and  fully  30  percent  at  the  end  of  1953, 
These  developments  are  among  those  that  have  directly  facilitated  liberaliza- 
tion of  imports,  including  imports  from  the  dollar  area;  they  also  have  put 
Germany  into  the  forefront  of  countries  favoring  the  early  restoration  of 
convertibility. 


EX FORTS  OF  U.S.  BEANS 
LOWER  THAN  YEAR  AGO 

Exports  of  beans  from  the  United  States  in  the  first  k  months  of  the 
1953-5^  marketing  year  (September -December  1953)  were  almost  one -third  less 
than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1952.    The  heaviest  reductions  occurred  in 
Mexico  and  Cuba,  two  of  the  principal  foreign  markets  for  United  States  beans. 
Exports  to  Mexico  vere  68  percent  below  last  season  and  to  Cuba  16  percent  below. 
Exports  to  a  number  of  smaller  markets  including  Venezuela,  the  Netherlands, 
Belgium,  Germany,  Palestine  and  Italy  were  down  from  15  percent  to  almost 
90  percent. 

Off -se  tting  these  decreases  in  considerable  measure  were  increased 
exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Greece,  Yugoslavia,  Canada,  and  Spain.  Increases 
to  these  countries  ranged  from  50  percent  upward.    Exports  totaling  10,000 
bags  went  to  Spain  in  November  1953  marking  the  only  recorded  shipment  of 
United  States  beans  to  that  country  in  two  decades  of  available  record.    A  poor 
bean  crop  in  Spain  in  1953  and  improved  United  States  -  Spanish  relations 
contributed  to  this  movement. 

Fewer  exports  to  Mexico  this  season  are  partially  explained  by  govern- 
mental policy  in  Mexico.    Beans  imported  into  Mexico  are  brought  in  under 
government  control.    Latest  information  from  Mexico  indicates  that  a 
shortage  of  domestic  beans  still  exists  there,  due  to  unfavorable  weather 
in  1953,  and  that  a  need  still  exists  for  continued  large  imports  in  1954. 

During  the  past  h  months  Mexico  has  taken  181,500  bags  from  the  United 
States  which  consisted  of  approximately  6,500  bags  of  seed  beans,  35,000  bags 
of  white  beans,  4,000  of  red  kidney  beans  and  136,000  other  types,  (pintos 
for  the  most  part).    This  is  only  one -fifth  as  many  pintos  (other  types)  as  a 
year  ago,  6  times  as  many  red  kidneys,  double  as  many  white  beans  and  more 
than  10  fold  as  many  seed  beans. 

The  major  reduction  of  imports  to  Cuba  was  in  white  beans,  dropping 
from  108,000  bags  in  the  last  4  months  of  1952  to  33,000  in  the  comparable 
period  of  1953. 

Imports  of  beans  this  year  have  held,  close  to  last  years  level  of  about 
13,000  bags.    About  one  third  of  these  came  from  Peru  and  Thailand  and  likely 
voro  raung  beans. 
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In  the  first  k  months  of  the  1953-54  marketing  year  imports,  have  been 
recorded  from  17  different  countries,  and  exports  to  about  30  countries. 


BEANS,  DRY  EDIBLE;  U.S.  EXPORTS  BY  TYPES, 
SEPT . -DEC . ,  1952  AND  1953 

(Bags  of  100  pounds) 


Red 


Country- 

White 

r  Kidi 

lev 

Si 

jed 

Other 

Total 

of 

■ 

destination 

S  1952! 

1953 

i  1952 

!  1953 

;  1952 

i  1953 

:  1952 

i  1953 

1  1952 

i  1953 



;1,UUU; 

1}  000 

;  1,000 

1,000 

■  ]  000 

: 1,000 

uuU 

:  1,000 

•  1,000 

;     ±, oou 

bags  ; 

oags 

ibags 

bags 

»  i~t  O  c  O 
J  Ud0b 

;bag::; 

;  Dags 

:bags 

•  bags 

J  UO_,b 

Qr-,  0  A  y~\ 
1 JjJdX  *.l 

±0  iU 

*  . 

;    Jl\J  c  U  , 

lli  ft 

!  .35 

.i: 

'           1  Q 

i      1  6 

6  O 

!  ^.5 

:  13.7 

•  .6; 

3.9 

.1+ 

•  * 

-  6.5 
■    ^  *  j 

:13o.l: 

564.5 

!  181.5 

Cuba  • 

>108c0; 

30  °  5: 

8l.l«, 

95.1- 

:  .2' 

!  .6 

;  11+2.3; 

327*9" 

:  277.O 

Venezuela 

9.1; 

3.1! 

1,0; 

2.9: 

i  *1: 

:  .1 

;  1.1 

:  3.5 

11.3  s 

:  9.6 

United  ; 

Kingdom  : 

263,1- 

1.4; 

:  263.1 

Greece  ; 

42.6; 

105. 1: 

< 

42. 6; 

105.1 

Netherlands 

21+8.3: 

76.  0; 

:  .5: 

2.2 

.4;  248.8; 

78.6 

Belgium  ': 

1+1+ 02: 

18.2: 

»  1 

44.2: 

18,2 

W»  Germany 

14-2.8: 

13. 0: 

2.2; 

142.8; 

15.2 

Israel  : 

< 

Palestine 

44. 0! 

22,0: 

4 

44. oi 

22.0 

Italy  ; 

19.8: 

10.0; 

19.8: 

10.0 

Yugoslavia 

36-3: 

36.3 

Other  « 

9.1: 

h.2> 

/■  /• 
O»o; 

2.0j 

1.8 

;  6.5; 

1.5: 

20.1: 

19.0 

Total  : 

696.5; 

617.9! 

87. 2  j 

14-7*1?  5.1: 

12.8 

j6"9?.3: 

288.8: 

1,481.1:1,066.6 

Source:    Compiled  from  official  records  from  Bureau  of  the  Census,. 


MEXICO  SHIPPING 
CATTLE  TO  PERU 


Information  received  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  special 
sources  report  the  loading  of  2,500  head  of  cattle  from  Gu.aymas,  Sonora, 
Mexico  in  late  February  for  shipment  to  Peru  for  slaughter.    This  movement, 
described  as  a  trial  shipment,  may  be  followed  by  much  larger  ones  if  con- 
ditions remain  favorable.    The  importing  firm  in  Peru  has  been  obtaining  live 
cattle  from  Nicaragua.    Cattle  prices  in  Mexico  are  nov/  reported  to  be 
sufficiently  below  those  in  Nicaragua  to  offset  the  higher  freight  charges 
from  Mexico* 
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Loading  of  the  shipment  was  delayed  due  to  the  difficulty  in  securing 
export  permits  for  female  cattle..    The  Peruvian  ship  Amazonas  was  loaded 
mostly  with  heifers  of  Zehu-Keref ord  breeding  in  relatively  poor  flesh, 
weighing  around  500  tc  600  pounds*    They  were  reported  to  have  been  bought 
from  producers  at  around  8  cents  per  poundo    The  voyage  is  expected  to 
take  11  days. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Peruvian  firm  has  purchased  U,000  head  of 
cattle  in  Sonora  for  shipment  from  Guaymasc    Other  purchases  contemplated 
include  2,000  from  the  State  of  Oaxaca  to  be  moved  through  Salina  Cruz, 
2,000  from  Tabasco  to  be  shipped  through  Alvaro  0bregon9  and  a  larger 
number,  perhaps  22,000  from  Chihuahua  to  be  moved  through  Tampico. 

Total  purchases  in  Mexico  by  this  one  firm  might  total  50,000  to 
60,-000  head,  in  195U  a    A  total  of  30,000  might  be  moved  before  May  and  the 
rema;  -ider  from  mid-September  'to  the  end  of  the  year.    No  shipments  are 
expe^ed  ^o  he  C1ade  during  the  summer  when  Peruvian  meat  supplies  are 
expected  to  be  adequate*  ', 


